PREFACE
development of our period. One palpable reason of its
success is that economy and economic facts are really
of great importance in the life of every individual and
hence in history, and that we have become conscious
of their importance. Though the number of historians
who have adopted the theory is comparatively small,
the Labour Parties in almost all countries have made it
a part of their doctrine. In Russia, that is, in a country
inhabited by more than 150 millions, it has been officially
declared to be the sole true theory and nobody is allowed
to teach or to write anything that runs counter to it.
There are, however, more reasons to account for its
success than the one mentioned above. The theory
appears, at first sight, extremely clear and ingenious.
Reducing all historical developments to comparatively
simple processes, and explaining them by facts which
are, so to speak, palpable and very easily stated, it
appeals by its simplicity and lucidity. Young people,
in particular, are easily converted to it; they feel as if
their eyes had suddenly been opened ; they are surprised
not to have found out all this long ago. The economic
facts being, as has been said, of extreme importance in
life and history, it is easy to group all other phenomena
around them so that they seem to flow from them. One
need but describe and arrange the facts in a certain
manner, and all will appear logical and conclusive.
Marxist historians, as a rule, carefully disregard certain
causal inter-connections, which exist in reality, but not
for them, and limit themselves to the consideration
and description of certain groups of facts. This is the
easier to do as all historiography necessarily consists in
detaching a relatively small number of facts from the in-
finite tissue of reality and arranging them according to
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